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When Nathaniel Bradford enrolled at the University of Texas in 1963, he couldn't join the band. Or a fraternity. Or play 
on the football team. 
The reason: He's black. The campus was slow to integrate, waiting until 1956 to enroll African-American undergradu-
ates even though the U.S. Supreme Court had ordered a black man admitted to UT's School of Law in 1950. 
And yet Bradford's experiences as a black face amid a sea of white ones were generally positive, even though one white 
student wouldn't sit next to him on the first day of class. Having grown up in Austin, he had played on the campus as a 
child, catching frogs in Waller Creek, and that gave him a certain comfort level with the place.  
"I've always loved the university," said Bradford, 74, who is retired after careers at IBM and the Texas Workforce 
Commission. "Could it have done more? Yeah, well, you could say that about any Southern white institution." 
This week, UT is honoring alumni who were among the first waves of blacks to enroll, with a special focus on those 
who started their studies 60 years ago, in the fall of 1956. 
The events and activities will begin Thursday evening when members of a group called the Precursors, made up of 
blacks who enrolled at least 40 years ago, will share their stories with students and alumni at the Etter-Harbin Alumni 
Center on campus. UT's first black undergraduates will be honored at 3 p.m. Friday at a public program at the LBJ Au-
ditorium on Red River Street. 
Other events will include a reception hosted by UT President Gregory L. Fenves, a "legacy celebration dinner" at the 
Crowne Plaza Austin Hotel, tailgating at the Martin Luther King Jr. statue on campus and special seating at Saturday's 
football game between the Longhorns and UT-El Paso. Earl Campbell, UT's first Heisman Trophy winner, is serving as 
honorary chairman for the series of activities. 
In short, UT is pulling out all the stops to welcome its first black students, in contrast with the cold shoulder many of 
those students received when they first set foot on campus. Perhaps 18 of the nearly 100 black students who matriculat-
ed in 1956 are expected to participate, said Leslie Blair, a UT spokeswoman. 
For Leon Holland, 78, a retired Army colonel who was part of that class, life at UT was decidedly uncomfortable. 
"Ninety percent of it was unwelcoming. Ten percent was a smattering of humanity recognizing us as human beings," 
Holland said. 
His wife, Peggy Drake Holland, who enrolled in 1958, had more trouble with professors than with students. 
"I had an instructor once who told us that a major part of our grade would consist of our discussions in class, and he had 
to call on you to discuss. Well, he never called on me," she said during a panel discussion involving members of the 
Precursors. 
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Leon Holland has vivid memories of a football game he attended as a 17-year-old freshman. UT was playing the Uni-
versity of Southern California, whose future NFL running back, Cornelius Roberts, a black man, rushed for 251 yards. 
UT fans chanted racial slurs through much of the game, Holland said. 
"I actually had no intention of ever setting foot on campus when I left here," said Holland, who was the first African-
American to earn an ROTC commission at UT. "But we gradually noticed a change in climate and attitude, particularly 
when the presidents of the university openly demonstrated support of diversity. I can now proudly say I bleed orange." 
Fred Alexander, who began his studies in 1960, recalled that blacks were limited to living and eating in certain places. 
He stayed in Dorm D, a converted Army barracks that no longer exists. 
"Oddly enough, I always felt like I belonged," said Alexander, 74, a retired architect. "Whether I was welcomed is a 
slightly different proposition. I always felt like this is my school too." 
UT has struggled for years to overcome its racist past, but the effort to enroll more black students remains a work in 
progress. On average, African-Americans have made up 4.3 percent of the entering freshman classes since 1995. 
The university has struggled for decades to overcome its segregated history. In recent years, UT added statues of promi-
nent black and Hispanic figures to the campus, removed a statue of Confederate President Jefferson Davis from the 
Main Mall and, in July, took an inscription honoring the Confederacy and Southern pride off the South Mall. 
The U.S. Supreme Court's decision in June upholding the university's consideration of race and ethnicity in undergradu-
ate admissions should put wind into UT's recruitment sails, said Gregory Vincent, UT's vice president for diversity and 
community engagement. 
"In the next few years," he said, "I think we're going to begin to see some substantial progress" in black enrollment. 
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